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| Opmlons?' varywhen' applylng the ‘McMansmn Iabel

eIty owners, bullders, . etc o R
neight ,orhood groups and “McMansion” also e
city officials. - 5 .~ implies mass production,
I can see why someone

decided to use the'term . - but this is definitely not the -
“McMansion” to descnbe ;" - case with Austin homes -~
thedarge new homes: replac-
ed cotta,

Q: Whatis a. speculatwe
infill” home? Is it the sam
as what people refet to as a
“Mc¢Mansion”? If so, what
is your. personal opinion as
a buﬂder on this issue?
A Bneﬂy, the term -
2l latlve” inﬁll means.

‘because of the need-for: one: .
of-a-kind home designs
““These unique demgn

is a word that to me, evokes
a'negative cofinotation and
implies excessive oonsump—
tiofon the part of its

actoal-_client L
ted for 1ts evem:ual

: . = «_what size: home today sho- " Cel
a prevtoﬂs str’ucture was - about limiting the size bf R rneoWners should’ have but
removed. homes builtin within &.coré . by '
There-is no ofﬁaal defini-. boundaty of the city’s lindifs. -

This was all done uncler _
ausplces of “drainage ¢ con-
_ cerns” but the real issue was*

. about the size of new. homes

‘ ‘tlon;of whaf a “McMan— o

home a tradltlonal'

roumled this. 1ssue, arid the -
McManswn Grdmamt:e

P! g
- fooms are added~ such as -
home_‘ofﬁces ‘guiest suites,:

with the fast food reference,

being built “inside the loop” .

reasons that include differ- -
ing lot sizes and setbacks; |
- placement of existing trees, -
L topography, etc. Mot often

Whenbulldmganew,w .

rally resulted in an increase

"in the price of a finished
" home. I’ve personally seen .
" the pexcentage of a home’s
lot price to its overall sales
price change from about 30"
_percent in 2002 to about 50,
. percent in 2007. Now that ..
. the size of finished homes is™
_ dramatically limited by the
.. ordinance, fewer projects . .

are being started because it
no longer makes financial -
sense. You need to be able

. to build & large enough. .
-/ home to- ]ustlfy the lot cost. .

My opinion is that the .

.. term “McMansion” was -
misapplied to Austin’s infill -

ign’ - construction movement.

"+ The term unfortunately
stuck and now “McMan-

" sion” means just about any

- home built “inside the loop’

- in Austin,-because almost -

~ always the home being re-

-placed is much smaller than

the new residence. .

only way a home can.escape
bemg ]udged a “McMan- .
sion”.is for the home to be |

In my assessment, the o

_ des1gned and constructed

for the end user with special
needs and the support of |
the immediate neighbots.

- Our expert: Marshall -

Durrett of Dutrrett Interests -
. LLC, mndurrett@durrettint-
erests. com, durrettmterests. >

com.,
E-mail questzons fo .

. AskaBuilder@hbaAustin.

- com. For information about
‘the Home Builders Associa-
tion of Greater Austin, visit -

austmkomebutlders com,
While every attempt has .
been made. to ensure that.
the information contained -
in this column has been ob-

tained from reliable sources, ;

the HBA and the Austin

American-Statesman are not. ..

responsible for any errors or

. ‘omissions, or for the results ©. T -
" obtained ﬁom_ thg_ useof this . .~ -
- information. Theinforma- . -

tion contained in this col-

umn is for general guidance. o o

on matters of interest only. -

Before making any decisions
or taking .any action, consult‘ :
a professmnal S .
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